
Descendants of Reuben Greene Smith 

 
Generation 1 

 
1. Reuben Greene Smith-1[1] was born on 30 Jul 1792 in Berkshire County, MA. He died on 29 

Apr 1848 in Greene County, TN[2, 3].  
 

Notes for Reuben Greene 

Smith: General Notes:  
The parent of Adam Smith being Reuben Smith is evidenced in the recording of sale of 

property by Adam to Israel Smith 4 April, 1853. 
 

Whereas by descent from Reuben G. Smith dec. I have a fee simple interest and now hold equal and 

undivided interest in a tract of land in the State of Tennessee Greene County and District No. three, 

Bounded as follows-- Beginning at a walnut , a corner to a forty acre survey purchased of John Keys and 

corner to R. H. Davis, north nineteen east ten and a half poles to a stake and cedar North twenty four 

east twenty and a half poles to a stake in Davis line with the same North sixty four and three fourths west 

seventy four poles to a red oak, corner to a twenty five acre survey South forty five West ninety eight 

poles to a post oak beginning corner to a forty acre grant west forty poles to White oak South seventeen 

West thirty poles to a post oak and small pine south seventy three west forty one and a half poles to two 

white oaks Easterly's and Davis corner north sixty five west ten and a half poles to a stake and white oak 

south thirty one west forty poles to a post oak stump and black jack on the north side of Curton Road, 

south forty two east forty poles to a hickory and post oak stump south one east twenty six poles to a 

black oak and maple East fifty four poles to a double white oak in John Renner's line north one and a half 

east one hundred poles to a black oak south eighty eight and a half east seventy one poles to a black 

oak stump and gum south nineteen and a half east conditional line with John Renner, Jr. seventy two 

poles to a locust stake south five west thirty six poles to a stake in his field, north eighty five east thirty 

four poles to a stake, north seventeen poles to a stake south eighty eight and one half east eighty four 

poles to a stake Davis's corner, North one hundred and two poles to a stake and gum, north seventy 

eight west fifty three poles to the beginning.  
Now I have bargained and sold and do here by transfer and convey all my right, title, and interest in 
and to said land to Israel G. Smith and his heirs for the sum of fifty nine dollars to me paid to have 
and to hold the same to the said Israel G. Smith his heirs forever, and I covenant and agree for 
myself my heirs and representatives to warrant and defend the title to my individual interest in said 
land against any claim to be made by me or any person claiming through or under me but no further.  
This 4th day of April 1853 

signed Adam X Smith   (seal) 
(his mark) 

 
Executed and delivered in our  
presence. 
Jonathan Easterly 
Rufus Easterly 

 
(Clerks certificate) 

 
There was another sale of land by Adam Smith to Israel Smith for $59.00 on April 4, 1854 

described as acquired "by descent". 
 

The dates for the birth and death of Reuben are taken from a cemetery census done by Goldene 

Fillers Burgner of the Caney Branch Cemetery. The inventory was done 15 April 1965. Jim 

McCorkle reported in a post at Ancestry.com, 20 July 2004 that the stones have been vandalized 

and many are lying on the ground but were very clear. He states that "...it is located on the property 

(at the time of his post) of Mrs. John (Widow Mary) Tate. It is in front of a barn and house where the 

Isenhowers used to live." 
 

The establishment of Reuben's parents were made upon the basis of a 37 marker DNA match 

between myself and Gregory Smith of Oklahoma City. Upon contact with the family, I learned that 

Mildred Auwarter, a descendant of Blodgett Smith, had a listing of Reuben as a son of Blodgett. 
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To reach Caney Branch Cemetery, travel north-east from Newport to Greeneville on highway 321 

North. Turn right on West Allen's Bridge Road (First road after Poplar Springs Road). Travel 0.5 

miles and proceed across Old Newport Road. Travel 0.4 miles farther (past Old Newport Road) to 

Shady Lane. Turn righ (west) on Shady Lane and travel 0.8 miles to Cemetery (about half-way up 

a hill, in front of barn). 

 
Mary (Polly) Cook daughter of John Cook Sr. and Catherine Pence was born on 12 Sep 1796 

in Tennessee. She died on 02 Dec 1872 in Wright County, Missouri. 
 
Notes for Mary (Polly) 

Cook: General Notes:  
In an effort to learn the parents of Mary, a search was made of records at Cox Library in Greene 

County, TN. The Mary Cook who married Hugh Meloy, daughter of John George (Koch) Cook was 

deemed not to be our Mary. Many times, the name of Polly is used for Mary. A search for the name of 

Polly turned up a Poly Cook who witnessed a transfer of deed from John Cook, Sr., b. October, 1760 in 

Burk County, PA to John Cook, Jr., b. abt 1788. In light of circumstancial evidence it is believed that this 

Poly Cook is the daughter of John Cook, Sr. and sister of John Cook, Jr. 
First, the Cook line in Greene County, TN in 1800 appears to all be connected. As of this time, 
there does not appear to be any Cook surnames in the southern part of Greene County, TN were 
not descended from John George Koch, who died in Greene County in 1815.  
The age of Mary and the dates of John, Sr. and John, Jr. seem to be quite compatible. Too, the 
Cook family members of this period were all German Lutherans. Mary and Reuben were married at 
St. James Lutheran Church, with "rites of the Lutheran Church". Reuben and his parents do not 
appear to be of German Lutheran descent.  
Finally, all the children of John George Cook lived in close proximity to Reuben and Mary in the 
early 1800s.  
While Mary in not found in later records with the name of Polly, it yet is believed that this "Poly" is 
our Mary.  
GREENE COUNTY DEEDS BOOK 2, PAGE 124: "Indenture 15 Nov 1819 John Cook, Sr. and 

John Cook, Junr. Greene Co. TN, $400 pd., 60 acre tr on S side Nolachucky river, adj former 

Robert Lauderald(?). Wit: LEWIS BALL, POLY COOK." 
 
Widow Mary Smith is found in the 1850 Greene County, TN census with the following 

children: Mary Smith age 53  
Izard (Israel) G. age 20 
Phebe L. age 18  
Mary A. age 16 
John age 15 
Catherine age 11 
Hannah age 10 
Oliver age 9  
(A William Smith, age 22 is listed there, also) 

The listing of the family in 1850 is recorded here exactly as it appears in the enumeration. It appears 

strange that William would be listed in this manner if he were the oldest son at the home. Yet (see 

notes under William) it is assumed that he is a son and for some reason, listed in this manner. 
 
Mary's family is found in the 1860 Greene County, TN census in a house with son, John as head 

of family:  
John S. Smith  age 25 
Mary    age 23 
Pheby C.  age 5 
James M. age 3 
Alace (Alice?) J. age 8 mos. 
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Pheby (Phebe?) age 28  
Oliver   age 20 
Hannah   age 22 
Catherine age 24 

 
On another page in the same 1860 census, I found Mary Smith living 

alone: Mary Smith age 60  
It is assumed that this Mary is our Mary, but not a certainty. The age as listed agrees with the 

age listed in 1850, but a question arises as to why none of the unmarried children are in her 

house, but rather, in the house of Mary's son, John. 
 
Mary is found in the 1870 Greene County, TN census with the following children 

listed: Mary Smith age 63  
Phebe L. age 40 
Hannah age 31  
Leonidas L. age 7 (Phebe is found in the 1880 Wright County, MO census with son Leonidas, age 17. 

It is assumed that this Leonidas is her son. Mary is found in the house next to her son Israel) 
 
There is a grave stone at Dennis Cemetery, Wright County, MO that bears the inscription, 

"Mary Smith, Wife of R. 12 Sept 1796 - 02 Dec 1872". This would indicate that Mary came to 

MO with daughter, Phebe, and died before the 1880 census. 
 
The exact date of birth of Mary is difficult to determine. She is listed in the various 

census enumerations with the following listed age:  
1840    40-50 yrs  d.o.b. 1790-1800 
1850      53 yrs.   d.o.b.   abt 1797 
1860      60 yrs.   d.o.b.   abt 1800 
1870      63 yrs.   d.o.b.   abt 1807 

 
It is my feeling that Mary was born in 1796. The listings of her age in various census 

enumerations, particularly 1850 and 1870, leads me to this conclusion. Also, the date of birth on 

her gravestone could easily be read, 1796 instead of 1790. In 2006 a new stone was placed 

beside the old one. It contained the same information that was inscribed on the old stone, as far 

as was possible to determine.. 
 
 
 
 
Directions to Dennis Cemetery:  
Travel MO Highway # 5 north of Mansfield and cross Wolf Creek bridge, pass the Hwy Dept. 

Shed, turn east (right) on Dennis Road (gravel) approx. 2.5 miles. Cemetery is on the left. 

 
Reuben Greene Smith and Mary (Polly) Cook were married on 14 Aug 1821 in Greene County, 

TN[4]. They had the following children: 
 

i. Unknown Smith was born before 1825 in Greene County, TN.  

 

Notes for Unknown 

Smith: General Notes:   
The establishment of this Unknown child of Reuben and Mary is made from the 
census records of the 1830 and 1840 Greene County, TN census.  
1830 Census:  

1 male, 30-40 yrs. This would be Reuben 
1 male, 5-10   yrs. This would be an unknown son (b. bef 1825) 
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2 males, under 5 yrs.  This would be William and Israel (b. abt 1828 & abt 1830)  
1 female, 30-40 yrs. This would be Mary (b.abt 1756) 
1 female, under 5 yrs. This would be Phebe (b. abt 1830) 

 
1840 Census  

1 male, 40-50 yrs. This would be Reuben 
1 male, 15-20 yrs. This would be the Unknown son (b. bef 1825) 
2 males, 10-15 yrs. This would be William and Israel (b. abt 1828 & abt 
1830) 1 male, 5-10 yrs. This would be Adam (b. abt 1832)  
1 female, 40-50 yrs. This would be Mary (b. abt 1796) 1 

female, 10-15 yrs. This would be Phebe (b. abt 1800) 1 

female, 5-10 yrs. This would be Mary (b. abt 1834) 
2 females, under 5 yrs. This would be Hannah and Catherine (b. abt 1839/40) 

 
By the 1850 census, this unknown son is not living in the house of Mary Smith. Reuben 

and Mary were married 16 Aug 1821. This would place his date of birth between 1821 

and 1825 and place him in the 25-29 year old range in 1850. An exhaustive search has 

been made of all Smiths in 1850 and there are several in East Tennessee that fall into 

the correct age range, but it is impossible to determine that any of them is a son of 

Reuben and Mary. Also, the possibility exists that this son died after 1840. 
 
 
 

 
ii. William Smith was born about 1827 in Greene County, TN.  

 

Notes for William 

Smith: General Notes:   
This William Smith appears in the 1850 Greene County, TN census as a 22 year old, 

born in Tennessee. One must wonder if he is also a son of Reuben and Mary. If Reuben 

was the only son of Blodgett to migrate to Tennessee, (and at the moment, this is 

believed to be the case) there would have been no other Smiths connected to the 

family. William is not among any list of Reuben's children known at this time. But who is 

this male Smith living in Mary's household, if not a son.  
 

Additionally, the 1830 Greene County, TN census lists three male children and one 

female child, the age of one male son which does not correspond to the ages listed later.  
 

1830:  
2 male children under 5 yrs of age: William and Israel 

1 male child between 5 and 10 years of age: 

Unknown 1 female child under 5 years of age: Phebe 
 

1840:  
1 male child between 5 and 10 years of age: Adam (8 yrs) 
2 male children between 10 and 15 years of age: William and Israel (12 and 10 
yrs) 1 male child between 15 and 20 years of age: Unknown  
2 female children under 5 years of age: Hannah and Catherine (1-2 mos and 1 
yr) 1 female child between 5 and 10 years of age: Mary (6)  
1 female child between 10 and 15 years of age: Phebe (10 yrs) 
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iii. Phebe Lucinda Smith was born about 1828 in Greene County, TN. She married George 

Matthew McCoy on 23 May 1852. She died after 1900 in Wright County, Missouri.  
 

Notes for Phebe Lucinda 

Smith: General Notes:   
The date of birth of Phebe has been calculated from the census listings. Originally, it 

appeared that she was born about 1832. Recently, we have discovered a 10-15 year old 

female in the house of Reuben and Mary in the 1840 Greene County, TN census. The only 

known child listed in later enumerations who could have been this daughter is Phebe.  
 

A record of the marriage of Phebe is found in GREENE COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

MARRIAGES, 1783-1868, Compiled by Goldene Fillers Burgner. According to that 

record, she married George McCoy in Greene County, TN 16 May 1852.  
 

She is found in the 1860 Greene County, TN census, living in the house of her brother, 

John S. Smith, along with Pheby (Phebe?), Oliver, Hannah, and Catherine. In this 

census, Phebe has assumed her maiden surname.  
 

She is found in the 1870 Greene County, TN census, living in the house of her mother, 

Mary Smith. She has a son, Leonidas, age 7, with her. Her marriage status is listed with a 

D for divorce. She is found in the 1880 Wright County, MO census living in a house next 

to her brother Israel in Clark Township. Leonidas' surname in both the 1870 and 1880 

cenus is listed as Smith and Phebe continues to use her maiden surname. The marital 

status listed in that census is D for divorced.  
 

In the 1900 census, Phebe (Phoebia) is found in the house of Leonidas as the 71 year old 

mother of Leonidas. She is not found in the 1910 census and not found in death records 

(records of death were started by the State in 1910). It is assumed that she died between 

1900 and 1910. A great many of the Mary Smith's family who came to MO are buried at 

Dennis Cemetery. Israel (d. 1909) and wife, Liddy (d. 1900), Mother Mary Cook Smith (d. 

1872) and Leonidas (d. 1935) are buried very near each other at the Dennis Cemetery in 

Wright County. There is a field stone, marking a grave site, beside Leonidas (wife, 

Jennie, on the other side) and the assumption is that this grave may be that of Phebe.  

 

iv. Israel Greene Smith was born about 1830 in Greene County, TN. He married 

Lydia Renner on 26 Jan 1854 in Greene County, TN[4]. He died on 19 Nov 1909 in 

Wright County, Missouri.  
 

Notes for Israel Greene 

Smith: General Notes:   
Two Israel Smiths are found in Greene County, TN about the same time. It appears that 
some researchers have the two confused. One was the son of Turner Smith and one 
was the son of Reuben Smith.   
The Israel from the north was born about 1823 and the one in the south was born 
about 1830. Ages are calculated from data found in census enumerations.  
The one in the north is listed as a 27 year old, living in the house of his father, Turner 

Smith in 1850. The one in the south is found in 1850 living in the house of Mary Smith, 

who is the widow of Reuben Smith. This Israel is listed as a 20 year old. I have the 

marriage record of the one living in the south and he was married to Lydia Renner when 

he was a 24 year old in 1854.  
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Lydia Renner, daughter of Michael Renner, is found in the 1850 census in the south 

part of the county near the residence of Reuben/Israel Smith. This makes the marriage 

of Lydia and the southern Israel more easily plausible.  
The marriage record lists the person who performed the marriage as Jonathan 
Easterly, J.P. Jonathan lived in the south part of the county.  
Perhaps the clearest evidence of Reuben's parentage of Israel is a record of a land 
transfer found in GREENE COUNTY, TN DEED BOOK 31, Page 366 in which Israel G. 
Smith states, "I have undivided interest in my mother, Mary Smith's life dower, which I 
have inherited of my father (Reuben Smith, dec'd) South side Nolachucky, Dist #3, seven 
acres, for $140 to me pd. to Michael Renner, 2 Nov. 1863 to Andrew Rader." Signed: 
Israel G. Smith. Witness: Jonathan Easterly, Ambrose Easterly."  
Israel Smith's (of the north) mother was Rebecca and, of course, his father was Turner. 
 
Now, as to the Israel Smith in Wright County, MO, there is quite a discrepancy in dates. In 

trying to sort it all out, I have looked for Israel in 1870 in Greene County, TN and in Wright 

County, MO. Only one is found, he in Greene County, TN. His wife is listed as Sarah.  
The age listed for this Israel corresponds to the 1823 birth date of the son of Turner. On 
the other hand, in the 1880 and 1900 Wright County, MO census enumerations, the ages 
listed for Israel are 53 in 1880 and 76 in 1900. Obviously one of these figures is 
incorrect...perhaps both. The only other evidence upon which to make an identity is the 
wife of the Wright County Israel. In 1880, she is listed as Lydia and in 1900 she is listed 
as "Liddie". Upon this evidence, I conclude that the Wright County Israel is the son of 
Reuben Smith, brother of Adam. It has been my experience that many of the people of 
this era did not actually know their age, or that the family member who provided the 
information was not accurate, and that the best we can do with ages is to use them in 
conjunction with other evidence. 
 
A good indication of the fickleness of ages can be demonstrated in the children of Israel 

and Lydia. In four census enumerations, some of the children's ages are inconsistent. 

Also, some of the older children are not found in the earliest census enumerations. 
 
In 1860 the following children are listed:  

Ranas F.- 05 years (Franklin) 
Sarah C.- 03 years 
Lania E. - 02 years (Laura) 

 
In 1870 the following children are listed:  

Franklin - 14 years 
Sarah - 12 years 
Burney - 08 years (Barney Lewis) 
Francis - 06 years 
Mary - 04 years 

 
In 1880 the following children are listed:  

Sophronia - 16 years 
Michael - 13 years 
Francis - 9 years 
Clara - 8 years 
William - 4 years 

 
In 1900 the following child is listed:  

Charles - 19 years 
 
Israel served as Priavate , Co. A. 4th Tennessee Infantry from December 1862 to Jan 8 

1865 in Union forces and was later, in Wright County, MO, a member of the Chester A. 
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Arthur Post 299 of GAR, Mansfield, MO. 

 
Mary Smith, daughter of Israel and Lydia, was listed in the 1870 Wright County, MO census as 

being born in Tennessee. This would indicate that since Israel is listed in Wright County in 

1870, that he brought his family to Wright County between 1866 and 1870. 
 

Israel is buried at Dennis Cemetery in Wright County.  
Directions: Travel north on Highway 5 from Mansfield, cross Wolf Creek bridge and 

pass highway dept. shed. Turn east (right) on Dennis Road (gravel) for approx. 2.5 

miles. Cemetery is on the left side of the road 

 
v. Adam A. Smith was born about 1832 in Greene County, TN. He married Nancy 

Jane Trobaugh on 20 Jun 1852 in Greene County, TN[5].  
 

Notes for Adam A. 

Smith: General Notes:   
In the history compiled by Theressa Clowers Inascore, she has the order of the birth of 
the children of Adam and Nancy as follows:  
John 
Madison Jim  
Alranza 
Monroe 
Tom 
Henry 
Frank   
The listing of the order of their birth given in this genealogy is taken from the 1870 census.  

 
Theressa also list Adam as being born in or near Atlanta. The following explanation 

will detail that I believe he was born in Tennessee.  
 

The 1850 census lists an Adam Smith, age 18, is listed as living in the household of a 

Thomas Rockhold in Sullivan County. I believe that this is our Adam. He is listed as 

being born in Tennessee. I feel that this corresponds comfortably with the marriage of an 

Adam Smith to a Nancy Jane Trobaugh in Greene County June 20, 1852.  
 
 

Adam and Nancy are listed in the 1860 census as residents of Pond Spring, Walker 

County, GA. Due to the listing of the birth of son, Henry Smith, in Tennessee, it is 

assumed that Adam and Nancy did not go to Walker County until the end of 1859 or the 

beginning of 1860.  
 

Oral history indicates that Adam became a soldier in the Civil War and his fate was 

never known.  
 

Valeta Smith Rodier has notes that her mother, Lillian wrote in which she states that Adam 

served in the Union Army. It is true that many of the residents of East Tennessee were loyal to 

the Union. However, in discovering that Adam and Nancy left East Tennessee after their 

marriage in 1852 and took up residence in Walker County, GA, (1860 Walker County, GA 

Federal Census) I was puzzled by the note that Lillian had writted that Adam had served in 

the Union Army. If his loyalties were with the Union, why did he leave Greene County, TN and 

take up residence in Georgia? With this question in mind, I started looking for Adam in 

Confederate ranks. I sent a query to the National Archives, asking for his service record. 

When I received the report, I learned that Adam had apparently enlisted in the 1st Georgia 

Confederate Infantry (Ramsey's) prior to February 18, 1862 (Probably  
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March or April of 1861). If so, that would mean that he was serving in the army two or three 

years before William Alranza (abt 1863) and Frank Noah (abt 1865) were born. (Birthdays 

are calculated from the 1880 Cocke County, TN Federal Census.) Then I started looking for 

the history of the 1st Georgia (Ramsey's) Infantry. John Griffin has gathered and sorted 

information regarding the history of this unit and the information can be found on the 

internet at <www.nwinfo.net/~jagriffin/1st.htm>. Here is what he writes: 
 

"1st Georgia Volunteer Infantry(Ramsey), organized at Camp Oglethorpe, Macon, GA 3 

April 1861, with companies being enrolled since 18 March 1861. The men were 

mustered out on 18 March 1862. Companies A, D, E, and I reenlisted and became part 

of the 12th Heavy Artillery Battalion." 
 

There were nine of these Companies and each one carried the name "Guards" in their 

name. They were dispersed throughout Georgia, with each Company being assigned a 

particular county. Most of the counties were in a perimeter around Atlanta which is a 

about 75 miles away from Walker County, GA. 
 

The dates of Adam's service originally posed a problem for me. However, after speaking 

with Bob Smith, (no connection) who has spent a great deal of time studying the Civil 

War, the issue is no longer a problem for me. To quote him; "Civil War soldiers, 

especially in the South--where most of the action was--frequently got home to spend 

time with family, whether authorized or not." 
 

A cursory glance of the history of the 12th Heavy Artillery Battalion will show that the Unit 

was heavily involved in several crucial battles, any one of which could have claimed the 

life of Adam. There was one incident in which the Battalion was being transported by train 

and that train was met head-on by another train. A huge number of the 12th Heavy 

Artillery Battalion were killed in the wreck. 
 
 

 
vi. Mary Ann Smith was born about 1834 in Greene County, TN. She married Willis Arrington on 

05 Sep 1852 in Greene County, TN. She died in 1914 in Madison County, NC.  

 
vii. John Smith was born about 1835 in Greene County, TN.  

 

Notes for John Smith: 

General Notes:   
John is found in the 1850 Greene Coutny, TN census as a 15 yr, old in the house of 
his mother, Mary Smith.  
In 1860 his is liisted as head of house with wife, Mary.  

 

viii. Catherine Smith was born about 1839 in Greene County, TN.  

 

ix. Oliver Smith was born about 1841 in Greene County, TN.  

 

Notes for Oliver 

Smith: General Notes:   
It is interesting to note that Oliver's name is very similiar to the name of the sister of 

his father, Reuben. Her name was Olive.  
 
 

Sources 
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